ICESMICT N (<3 Reading and Use of English * Part 5

You are going to read a short story by a boy called Dan, who is talking  (Tip! Make sure you know who is writing
about going out with a group of friends. For questions 31-36, choose and what thes are: wiiting about

#he answer (A, B, C or D) which you think fits best according to the Zigﬁoyr?su BEEICANSWENNE e
fext. '

Mark your answers on the separate answer sheet.

¥ all started when my friends and | booked some concert tickets to go and see Pulse, who we
sonsidered to be one of the coolest bands around, playing exactly our type of music. But before we
ment, one of our group suggested we should practise a few dance moves, like the ones the band was so
s=amous for. We were pretty sure everyone else in the audience would be doing exactly that, so we were
%==n to avoid turning up to the concert only to feel totally excluded, and reduced to the status of mere
=ctators in front of the stage. So, after a few hopeless attempts at home, we decided to try a dance

4

udio in the city centre.

9

==t off early that morning — well, 11 am, which is something | don’t intend to repeat very often! I'd
s=luctantly got out of bed, got ready and rushed down to the studio where we’d be learning how
%2 gance along to the kind of stuff that bands like Pulse are into. But | have to say, | wasn’t exactly
swerflowing with confidence when we arrived — I'd be the first to admit that | have two left feet when
® comes to dancing. And, sadly, the friends | was going with were some way ahead of me at dancing,
athough the really gifted dancer in our group didn’t actually show up in the end.

W= walked into the dance studio where we’d be learning the moves, and instantly felt as if, instead

o participating in a class, we’d somehow signed up to take part in some high-profile pop band’s

g@=nce video which was to be expected actually. Luckily, our instructor appeared just then and told us
we shouldn'’t stress if we couldn’t do the moves. Instead, we should just concentrate on enjoying it.
=oparently it would be an amazing form of exercise and far more interesting than just spending hours on
&nd at some boring hi-tech gym.

S=vway, | was relieved to find that most of the other people in our class weren’t anywhere near
Secoming professional dancers either. That became pretty clear during the warm-up, when it was
swious some of them were even more uncoordinated than | was. Even so, that part of the class was
2 ot of a shock to the system. I'd assumed we’d be doing some simple muscle-warming exercises
W= | do at football practice, but evidently not. We were straight into some tough dances and exercises
@erormed along to some rap music | hadn’t heard before.

.~ =mally we moved on to what we’d really come for — the kind of moves the band would be performing

e concert, strutting across the stage like true stars. And after doing it for only a short time | really
Secan to imagine I'd got the hang of it and would be looking pretty cool at the concert. Then | suddenly
S=uant sight of myself in the studio mirrors, struggling and straining to keep up with the rest of the class,
= saw to my dismay that cool was actually the last thing I'd be looking! But never mind...

" Smeway. to cut a long story short, by the end of the session | really felt I'd got somewhere. Afterwards,
#mends and | stepped out into the street, safe in the knowledge that even if we weren’t going to be
Sewing the concert crowds with our moves, at least we wouldn’t be totally left out!
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31 What motivaied Dan and his friends to go to the dance studio?
A They thought their favourite singer might be there, too.
B They were keen to impress at an event they were attending.
C They hoped they might be invited to dance on stage at a concert.
D They knew the studio taught dance moves to their favourite band’s
music.
32 How did Dan feel when he arrived at the studio?
A nervous that he might not be able to keep up 32 What does Dah imean-when
B disappointed that one of his friends hadn’t come he says he wasn't exactly
C irritated that he’d had to get up so early L’er’,ﬁ";"';f,}tgg?°°"ﬂde"°e
D tired because of a lack of sleep

33 On entering the dance studio, Dan’s impression was that
A they were going to focus more on exercise than dance.
the class was going to be more serious than he’d hoped.
C it resembled a gym rather than a studio.
D they had accidentally enrolled for the wrong activity.

34 Why did Dan describe the warm-up as a shock to the system?
A The other students there were even worse dancers than him.
B The music they danced to was not at all what he’d expected.
C The moves were far from the gentle introduction he’d imagined.
D The session was led by some strict professional dancers.

35 What does Dan mean when he says he’d ‘got the hang of it’ in line 28?
A He’d progressed as far as he was going to.
B He'd understood what he was supposed to do.
C He’'d decided he was ready to give up.
D He'd persuaded himself that he was talented.

36 What would be a suitable title for the story?
A My talented friends
B Animpossible ambition
C The best concert I've ever been to
D A way of joining in
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Test 1 Exam N ni(=- 3 Reading and Use of English ¢ Part 6

You are going to read an article about diamonds in space. Six [Tipst Read through each paragraph
sentences have been removed from the article. Choose from the
sentences A-G the one which fits each gap (37-42). There is one

extra sentence which you do not need to use.

Mark your answers on the separate answer sheet.

carefully. What is each one about?

DIAMONDS IN THE SKY

We're probably all familiar with the feeling of walking out
of the door, only to find the weather is miserable. Grey
skies hang overhead, it’s chilly and it’s pouring down.

- And believe it or not, this isn’t the start of

the latest science fiction story from a fantasy magazine.

Research by scientists indicates that’s exactly what

could be happening around planets like Jupiter and
Saturn. There’s evidence to suggest that the atmosphere
surrounding these two huge planets could be filled with
enormous — and priceless — diamonds.
However, the precious objects would have to be collected
before they got too near to the planet’s surface, as they
might be melted by the temperatures there and the
extreme pressure in the planet’s atmosphere.

And the diamonds in question could be bigger than
anyone has ever seen. Some may be not much more than
a few centimetres across, which is still enough to make
them very valuable. However, others could
have grown to reach a substantial size, which would pose
significant problems for anyone trying to collect them.

For anyone interested in chemistry, the science

behind the formation of these diamonds is interesting.
Apparently, the diamonds may have been formed by
storms, in which the flashes of lightning have transformed
a gas called methane, present on Jupiter. It
is thought the process is due, among other things, to the
intense heat of the lightning. The material then hardens
into pieces of graphite — used in pencils — which in turn
eventually becomes diamond - the hardest substance

known to man.
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L Advice 4

37 What Is this
experience like? Pleasant
or not so-pleasant?

38 The paragraph-is
talking-about collecting
the diamonds. Why might
scientists want to.do
that?

For scientists this has come as something of a surprise.

It was previously thought that planets such as Uranus
and Neptune might well contain precious stones, but

it was believed that Jupiter and Saturn did not have
suitable atmospheres. However, after more research into
conditions on the two planets, scientists have agreed

that diamonds could easily be raining down, on Saturn

in particular. They are careful to point out, though, that
closer to the planet the temperature is so extreme that the
diamonds would be unable to remain in their solid form.

And because of the size of the planets, the

quantity of diamonds there could be considerable.

Of course, no-one has been able to actually travel to
either Saturn or Jupiter so far to confirm whether this
theory is correct. The same conditions have
been recreated, putting liquid methane under intense
pressure to observe the result. When intense heat was
also applied, diamond dust was formed. Experts agree
that such complex chemical reactions may well be taking

place on these planets. In the meantime, writers and
filmmakers will undoubtedly waste no time in using their
imagination to incorporate the findings into fantasy films i
and books. And who knows — in years to come, scientific !‘
advances may mean that these stories no longer appear

so fantastic after all!
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This is turned into carbon, which is the element
that diamonds are made up of.

There’s even the possibility that they could be
brought back here to earth one day.

However, scientists have set up their own
experiments in labs to replicate what may be
happening on these gas giants.

They could certainly be impressive enough to
create an eye-catching piece of jewellery.

E

F

It could even be that there’s a sea of diamonds on
the surface of the planet.

That means the story may actually be less
exciting than everyone imagines.

But out in space, this experience might be much
less unpleasant — because what would be falling
might well be precious stones!
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